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Dr. Michael Martirano began serving as West Virginia's 30th State 
Superintendent of Schools in September 2014. He is guided by the 
principle that he is a teacher first and foremost and believes children 
must be kept at the center of all decision-making. His ultimate goal is to 
improve student achievement and ensure a world-class education for all 
students. 
 
Upon becoming State Superintendent Martirano set a goal to visit 
schools in all 55 counties. He is of the firm belief that in order to teach 
a child well, you must know a child well. In leading the Department of 
Education, Martirano enthusiastically outlined an aggressive entry and 
vision plan. He also worked with elected officials, community and 
business leaders, educational leaders, parents, teachers and students to 
institutionalize a five-year strategic plan which includes measurable 

goals and objectives for 2016-2020. His vision and strategic plan are based on the core value that all 
children can and will learn. 
 
Under Martirano’s leadership, West Virginia has observed notable success in the areas of early 
childhood literacy, graduation rates and career technical education. The state’s Simulated Workplace 
program will expand into all high schools by 2017 and has become a model for states across the nation. 
 
During a time of economic hardship, Martirano led a complete reorganization of the Department of 
Education to ensure the effective and efficient use of resources. He consistently focuses his energy on 
improving academic success and building positive relationships.  
 
Martirano was selected the 2009 Superintendent of the Year in Maryland, a 2010 Innovator of the Year 
by the Maryland Daily Record and the 2011 Jack Epstein Award for contribution to multicultural 
education in Maryland.  He is a member of Leadership Maryland, Class of 2007, and he served as 
President of the Public School Superintendent Association of Maryland (PSSAM). 
 
He has been an educator for more than 30 years and has a wide range of educational and administrative 
experience through his work as a science teacher, principal and visiting professor at John Hopkins 
University. He served as superintendent of St. Mary's County Public Schools in Leonardtown, MD for 9 
years where during his tenure the 4-year graduation rate increased from the low 80s to an all-time high 
of 93.5%. 
 
Martirano holds a Doctorate of Education degree in school management and instructional leadership 
from Nova Southeastern University, two Masters of Education degrees and a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Maryland. 


